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Cook Inlet Activity Summary
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Oil spills less than 15 Gallons

• Seven mystery sheens of various 
sizes and locations 

- Anchorage
- Homer
- Kachemak Bay
- Ship Creek
- Whitney Road Retention Pond
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Reduction in Propulsion

• Two activities 
occurred in the last six 
months (reduction in 
propulsion).

• Casualty 
investigation & repair 
oversight conducted 
by the USCG.
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Loss/Reduction in Propulsion

January 11, 2018: 
A 111’ / 261 GT articulated tug 
and barge (ATB) starboard main 
engine experienced overheating 
due to the coolant in the keel 
cooler freezing. The starboard 
main engine was taken offline to 
diagnose the issue after receiving 
a high temperature alarm on the 
bridge. The vessel continued to 
maintain safe speed and 
steerage from the Fire Island 
area of Cook Inlet to Homer 
Alaska on the port main engine. 
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Loss/Reduction in Propulsion

March 4, 2018: 
A Malta-flagged chemical tanker, 6785 GT / 
415.8’ in length, was transiting outbound in 
Cook Inlet after offloading cargo in 
Anchorage. With an Alaska state pilot at the 
helm, the tanker began having difficulties 
keeping its lower sea chest de-iced. The 
vessel reduced RPM's and used steam to 
attempt to de-ice the sea chest, but those 
efforts were not sufficient and the main 
engines were not able to maintain sufficient 
cooling. The upper sea chest was not able 
to be used in the vessel's draft condition.
The vessel shut down their engines and 
dropped anchor to wait for an assist tug 
during the ebb tide later that evening. A 
towing vessel assisted the tanker out of 
Cook Inlet into less ice-dense waters and 
the vessel resumed its voyage without 
further incident. 



Questions?
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Justin.W.Jacobs@USCG.mil

(907)	428-4149
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Sector Anchorage Area of Responsibility
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